The first national scientific meeting of The TMJ Association (Bethesda, Md. May 22-23, 2000) was designed to bring together an outstanding group of TMJ and non-TMJ scientists to focus on TMJ diseases. The intent of the organizers was to bring new perspectives and fresh ideas to the field, aware that there is no coherent body of knowledge on the etiology and pathogenesis of TMJ diseases, and hence little in the way of evidence-based treatment guidelines. The presenters reviewed the state of the science and developed a research agenda with an eye to attracting new talent and expertise from many disciplines to the field. . The proceedings of the meeting were summarized in TMJ Science, the journal of The TMJ Association, and detailed in the journal, Cells, Tissues, and Organs, Vol. 169, No. 3. It was evident to the attendees that TMJ problems should not be considered the sole province of dentists, oral surgeons or ear, nose, and throat specialists, but requires the attention of experts in chronic pain, neuromuscular disorders, bone and joint disease, chronic immune and inflammatory diseases, endocrinology, genetics, development, bioengineering, and biomaterials. It was also evident that no single scientific meeting on TMJ could encompass the many basic and clinical disciplines needed to advance the field. Instead, the organizers agreed that future meetings should focus on selected aspects of TMJ disorders, while remaining committed to maintaining an integrated, broad-based, interdisciplinary approach to TMJ science. Accordingly, this second TMJ Association sponsored scientific meeting has selected as its focus the role that osteoarthritis and muscle mechanics play in temporomandibular joint diseases and disorders.
Speakers and audience will discuss the types of studies being done and how they can be applied to analysis of the TM joint. The discussion will identify important areas of needed research. Speakers and audience will discuss the types of studies being done and how they can be applied to analysis of the TM joint. The discussion will identify important areas of needed research.
TUESDAY, MAY

